
 

 
 
 

 
Contributions to IAU “Astronomy for Development” Activities 

Call for expressions of interest from astronomical institutes and organisations   
 
The IAU has recently set up a small global Office of Astronomy for Development (OAD). 
The purpose of the OAD is to facilitate the implementation of activities described in the IAU 
Strategic Plan (SP), “Astronomy for the Developing World 2010 – 2020: Building from IYA 
2009”.  http://iau.org/static/education/strategicplan_091001.pdf 
 
We are interested in hearing from astronomical organisations, institutes and departments 
around the world that are able and willing to contribute to this work.  
 
Of particularly interest are astronomical organisations that aspire to become regional nodes 
for the coordination and proactive stimulation of “astronomy for development” activities. 
(The size and scope of the regions will be defined after expressions of interest are evaluated).  
 
There are several other ways in which organisations and institutes can contribute to future 
IAU activities. Examples of such contributions are: 
 

• Facilitating capacity-building visits and lecture-tours by staff of their institutes. 
• Entering  “twinning” arrangements with universities in the developing world to 

assist in building up astronomy education and research programmes. 
• Creation, provision and translation of outreach and education materials for global 

use.  
• Support of “distance learning” at universities that have no astronomy as yet. 
• Providing help with the organization and coordination of specific IAU activities. 

 
We ask you to discuss with your Director or governing body to explore ways in which your 
institute or organization could support the IAU development activities. For example, are there 
national authorities or other local organisations that could be approached to provide for 
specific funding?  
 
If you see ways to help, please contact us at info@astro4dev.org with indicated subject: 
“Institutional Contribution” or our personal email addresses.  
 
The OAD will hold a workshop in Cape Town from 12 – 14 December 2011 to brainstorm 
about issues related to the practical implementation of our ten-year Strategic Plan. Input from 
organisations willing to contribute will be important in deciding the next steps of how to 
proceed.   
 
Very many thanks for your help. 
 
Kevin Govender, 
Director: IAU Office of Astronomy for Development (OAD) 
 
George Miley 
IAU Vice President (Portfolio Development and Education) 
Chair, OAD Steering Committee 
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